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United Arab Emirates

NATIONAL COMMISSION FOR EDUCATION CULTURE & SCIENCE

Disclaimer: this document is not intended to be an exhaustive report of everything
the United Arab Emirates has done with UNESCO or in the areas of Education,
Culture and Science. What you see in this document is meant to showcase
selected examples only.



Introduction

Dear Colleagues,

Thank you very much for taking the time to read this small booklet. In
these pages we celebrate some of our work with UNESCO and explain our
aspiration to join the Executive Board.

The UAE has been on a journey of growth. Not long ago, before the first
skyscrapers formed our now iconic skyline, or the existence of world
class education system, our forefathers were borrowing textbooks from
neighboring countries and leaving home to learn.

Over the years we have prioritized education and science at home, learning
from friends abroad and soliciting their help.

Because we have chosen to commit to a culture of cooperation and
collaboration, we now proudly have an Emirati Astronaut who has
conducted experiments on the ISS; we have built the first commercial
nuclear power plant in the Arab World; and female enrollment in STEM
subjects is far higher in the UAE than in most other nations.

The UAE believes that education, culture, and science can create new
opportunities for future generations. But a wider collaboration at the
international level is needed — one where ideas are shared with partners,
and meaningful new initiatives can be realized.

While trying to assess the weight and history of our contributions and
engagements with UNESCO, we went as far back as 1972. The UAE was
founded as a country in December 1971, and a few months later we
became a member of UNESCO, on 20 April 1972.

Over the years we have participated in UNESCO’s programs, donated
funds, and even initiated some of our own programs for the benefit of
peoples around the world.

In 2018, we ranked 6th as the top donor to UNESCO. We currently have
memberships in 6 UNESCO committees. We have a site on the World



Heritage List and numerous intangible heritage inscribed. We have over
120 UNESCO associated schools, and host UNESCO associated centers,
amongst many other initiatives.

In 2018, when the call came to support one of the most ambitious
reconstruction and recovery campaigns — to revive the ‘Spirit of Mosul’ in
partnership with UNESCO, there was no question about our participation
and our level of support. Today, we work with UNESCO, the Government
of Irag, and the people of Mosul, to rebuild Al Nuri Mosque and its leaning
Minaret, Al Tahera Church, Al Sa’aa Church, with a museum that will include
community and educational spaces. Our emphasis was sustainability and
continuity, hence we focused on ensuring the creation of 1,000 training and
employment opportunities for Moslawis, and contributing to the growth of
the economy through the project.

Beyond the UNESCO, we have a proven track record in the UAE, and
our organizations have extended support far beyond what words can do
justice. Our educational aid programs reached 18 million beneficiaries in 57
developing countries, to state just one example.

In our own country, we've taken bold steps to build cultural, educational,
and scientific institutions. We have the Louvre Abu Dhabi, Khalifa University
of Science and Technology, Sorbonne University, NYU Abu Dhabi, Masdar
City, to name a few.

Over the last few years, months, days, and even hours, we've met and
discussed thoughts with all of you. We share the same concerns and joys,
and the same will to take constructive action.

We aim to create impact for our nation and yours. We are fully committed
to collaboration. By having a seat at the UNESCO Executive Board, we
would be able to strengthen our efforts to secure quality education, creative
culture, and science for all citizens of the world.

On behalf of the people of the UAE, we are honored to be present this to
you today to express our hope and vision for a better future.

We hope we can count on your support.

Noura Al Kaabi
Minister of Culture and Knowledge Development
Chair of United Arab Emirates National Commmission for Education, Culture and Science
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01

We would like to be part of
international efforts to secure
quality education, creative culture,
and science for all.

03

We understand the value of education,
believe in its power to nurture people
and nations and help them thrive.

05

We believe in the potential of
science to provide solutions for
the world.

07

We, like many friendly member
states, look for a more efficient
and effective UNESCO.

09

We have a demonstrated track
record in being creative and
innovative when proposing
solutions for challenges.

il

We believe in the importance of
diversity and small-state participation
on the Executive Board.

02

We believe in the power of UNESCO.
Our ambitions align closely with the
founding principles of UNESCO that
peace can be achieved through culture,
while establishing an intellectual and
moral society.

04

We believe that culture can
be reimagined and create new
opportunities for future generations.

06

We are committed to the 2030
Agenda (Sustainable Development
Goals 2030) and would like to
work with all member states to
realize the SDGs.

08

We want programs and initiatives
that meaningfully address the
needs of member states and
world populations.

10

We are committed to
multilateralism and believe
beneficial opportunities for all
come from collaboration.

12

We would like to learn from all
member states.
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» Budgetary Support

@

1. We have been one of the major extra-budgetary contributors
to UNESCO, and ranked 6th in 2018 (with a contribution of USD
11,660,621).

2. We rebuilt Hall Number 1 in UNESCO’s headquarters between
2015 - 2017 (with a contribution of USD 6,100,000).

ii‘ Education

1. We will host the 12th Policy Dialogue Forum of the International
Task Force on Teachers for Education 2030 December 2019
(Hamdan Foundation).

2. We established the UNESCO - Hamdan Bin Rashid Al-Maktoum
Funds-in-Trust project in 2013, which is a Postgraduate Diploma
capacity development project:

¢ The project amounts to USD 2.2 million, of which USD 1 million was shared
between Africa and Latin America and the Caribbean (2013-2015) and USD
1.2 million for the Arab region (2016-2017).

e Over seventy countries in three regions have benefited from the support..

3. We established the UNESCO Hamdan bin Rashid Al-Maktoum
Prize for Outstanding Practice and Performance in Enhancing the
Effectiveness of Teachers in 2008:

e Awarded every two years, the Prize amounts to USD 300,000 , which is
equally divided between three winners whose projects aim at improving
worldwide the performance and effectiveness of teachers.

e The winners are selected by an International Jury composed of five
distinguished professionals chosen for their high-level of knowledge and
experience in teacher-related issues.

® The Prize will be awarded for the sixth time at a ceremony that will take
place during World Teachers’ Day celebrations at UNESCO Headquarters in
Paris on 5 October 2020.

® Previous laureates have been from Belgium, Cambodia, Chile, Democratic
Republic of Congo, Dominican Republic, Indonesia, Madagascar, Malaysia,
Nepal, Pakistan, Panama, South Africa, United Kingdom, Venezuela;
participants have been from a wider number of countries.

United Arab Emirate’s Candidacy to the Executive Board of UNESCO 2019 - 2023
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W/

4.

We established the Regional Centre for Educational Planning, a category 2
UNESCO center, in the UAE in 2007:

* The center supports capacity development in education policies and planning in
the Arab Region, with a particular focus on the Gulf Cooperation Council (GCC)
states.

e The center has implemented approximately 30 major projects since its
establishment.

We established the Regional Centre for Educational Planning, a category
2 UNESCO center, in the UAE in 2007:

* The center supports capacity development in education policies and planning in
the Arab Region, with a particular focus on the Gulf Cooperation Council (GCC)
states.

¢ The center has implemented approximately 30 major projects since its
establishment.
We provide funding support for UNESCO's publications and studies:

¢ \We translated and distributed the “Handbook for the Development of National
Policies for Teachers” (Hamdan Foundation — USD 99,193)

¢ \We funded a study on awards provided for teachers all over the world (Hamdan
Foundation — USD 15,000).

Culture

We are supporting UNESCO's “Revive the Spirit of Mosul” project, with a
contribution of USD 50,400,000 over a five-year period — 2018 - 2023:

¢ The project includes the rebuilding of Al Nuri Mosque and its leaning Minaret, Al Sa’aa
Church, Al Tahera Church, a museum with educational and community spaces.

* The project has an innovative governance structure, with a Joint Steering
Committee (composed of UNESCO, UAE Government, Iraqi Government,
Organization of Islamic Cooperation, ICCROM-Athar and experts) to make high-
level decisions, and a Technical Committee (composed of experts and members of
the community) to make technical decisions and recommendations.

e The project will train and employ 1,000 Iragis and Moslawis, will contribute to the
economic growth of Mosul, and community engagement is a central component
of the project.

¢ The project has already started hiring Iraqis, recruiting Iraqgi experts, and extending
contracts to lragi companies, and more will come as the project develops.
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2. We host the only regional ICCROM-Athar Center, established in 2012:

e The UAE was the top donor to ICCROM in 2018, and remains the most
active country in the support of the activities of ICCROM in the Arab
Region and around the world.

3. We established the UNESCO-Sharjah Prize for Arab Culture in 1998 (with a

contribution of USD 60,000):

® The Prize rewards, each year, two laureates — individuals, groups or
institutions — who, through their work and outstanding achievements,
endeavor to disseminate greater knowledge of Arab art and culture.

* The winners are chosen by the Director-General of UNESCO, on the
recommendation of an international Jury of experts in the field of Arab
Culture and having distinguished themselves, over several years, by
meritorious actions.

® The prize winners represent a new generation of researchers, artists,
philosophers, authors and translators with a profound desire to achieve a
genuine dialogue between Arab culture and other cultures.

® Previous laureates have been from Algeria, Argentina, Bosnia
Herzegovina, Brazil, Bulgaria, China, Egypt, France, India, Iraq, Jordan,
Lebanon, Morocco, Palestine, Poland, Portugal, Spain, Sudan, Syria,
Tunisia, United Kingdom, Yemen; participants have been from a wider
number of countries.

Participation in UNESCO programs

1.

Education:

¢ \We participated in all the Policy Dialogue Forums of the International Task
Force on Teachers for Education 2030

* \We are a member of the Governing Board of UNESCO's Institute for
Information Technologies in Education (lITE) (term ends in 2021)

* We have over 120 schools registered as part of the UNESCO Associated
Schools Network.

Culture:

e Sharjah has worked over a 9-year period to be named the World Book
Capital by UNESCO, and won the title in 2019.

e Dubai has been designated as a Creative City by UNESCO in the Design
Category in 2017.
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¢ We have inscribed a site in the World Heritage List in 2011, the Cultural
Sites of Al Ain.

¢ We have 8 sites inscribed in the World Heritage Tentative List:

e 2018 - Abu Dhabi Sabkha (Emirate of Abu Dhabi)
- The Cultural Landscape of the Central Region (Emirate of Sharjah)

® 2014 - The Gate to Trucial States (Emirate of Sharjah)

e 2012 - Al Bidya Mosque (Emirate of Fujeirah)
- Ed-Dur Site (Emirate of Umm Al Quwain)
- Khor Dubai (Emirate of Dubai)
- Settlement and Cemetery of Umm an-Nar Island (Emirate of Abu Dhabi)

- Sir Bu Nair Island (Emirate of Sharjah)

¢ We have 8 national and multinational Intangible Heritage inscribed:
e 2017 - Al Azi, are of performing praise, pride and fortitude poetry (national)
® 2016 - Falconry, a living human heritage (multinational)

e 2015 - Al-Razfa, a traditional performing art (multinational)
- Arabic coffee, a symbol of generosity (multinational)

- Majlis, a cultural and social space (multinational)

e 2014 - Al-Ayyala, a traditional performing art of the Sultanate of Oman and the United
Arab Emirates (multinational)

e 2012 - Al-Taghrooda, traditional Bedouin chanted poetry in the United Arab Emirates
and the Sultanate of Oman (multinational)

e 2011 - Al Sadu, traditional weaving skills in the United Arab Emirates (national)

e We have 3 Intangible Heritage files for consideration in 2019 and 2020:

e 2020 - Al Aflaj, traditional irrigation network system in the UAE, oral traditions,
knowledge and skills of construction, maintenance and equitable
water distribution (national)

- Camel racing, a social practice and a festive heritage associated with
camels (multinational)

e 2019 - Date palm, knowledge, skills, traditions and practices (multinational)

* We hosted UNESCO workshops in the UAE, such as those related to
intangible heritage.
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% 3. Science:

¢ \We are a member of the International Coordinating Council of the
Programme on Man and the Biosphere (term ends in 2021).

¢ \We have been a member of the Intergovernmental Oceanographic
Commission since 1976.

¢ \We are a member in the Intergovernmental Committee for Physical
Education and Sport (CIGEPS) (term ends in 2021).

e We have 2 sites registered as Biosphere Reserves:

¢ 2018 - Wadi Wurayah (Emirate of Fujeirah)

e 2007 - Marawah (Emirate of Abu Dhabi)

6) 4. Communication:

e We chair the International Advisory Committee for the Memory of
the World Program (term ends in 2019).
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ii‘ Education

1.

We established the Hamdan Bin Rashid Al Maktoum - ISESCO
Prize for the Volutary Development of Educational Facilities in
the Islamic World in 2017 (with a contribution of USD 300,000 —
Hamdan Foundation):

® The Prize aims at motivating and honoring those involved in volunteer
initiatives and charitable works in the field of education, specifically for the
development of the educational facilities in the Islamic world countries.

e Every two years, the Prize rewards three winners of individuals or
institutions.

e The first edition of submissions was held in 2018 and the results
announced in 2019.

We developed the Gifted Identification Kit in 2016, which is considered
a best practice in identifying gifted students, and have introduced new editions
annually for different age groups (Hamdan Foundation).

We established New York University Abu Dhabi (NYUAD) in the
UAE, and opened it in 2008. NYUAD is a portal campus of New York
University, and is among the most selective undergraduate universities in the
world, with a lower acceptance than many lvy League colleges. The university
has a diverse student body, from 84 different countries. The number of
applications to NYUAD has grown rapidly, and students are offered financial aid
superior to that offered by top universities around the world. NYUAD has world
class faculty and researches, and has already been widely acknowledged for the
quality and innovative findings of its research and publications.

We established Khalifa University of Science, Technology and
Research (KUSTAR) in 2007 to support a knowledge-based economy in
the country. KUSTAR is a science focused university, has built a name for itself
as commendable research institutions, and is currently considered one of the
strongest universities in Asia.

We built Sorbonne University Abu Dhabi in the UAE and it opened
in 2006. This has brought a world class institution to the UAE, to bring the best
international standards in higher education to the country.

Hamdan Foundation provides many programs for gifted students in
the UAE and worldwide.

Through the educational program of Dubai Cares, we have
supported 18 million people in 57 developing countries over the
past 10 years. (Dubai Cares)
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[)
\C.)‘? Culture

1.

This September, we announced the development of the Abrahamic Family
House, which will include three main buildings — a mosque, a church and a
synagogue in Abu Dhabi - in recognition of Islam, Christianity and Judaism.
All three buildings will each lead to a central garden under which will sit a
museum and center for education. The design is contemporary but rooted in
the histories of each faith. The places of worship will be the same height, but
the designs and interiors will be significantly different. The project is due to
be completed in 2022.

We are developing a report on the State and Future of the Arabic
Language, and plan to deliver it in 2020. The report aims to be an international
and holistic study of the usage of the Arabic Language, its challenges, and
propose recommendations for future action to nurture its growth.

On 26 October 2019, we celebrated the completion of the restoration and
renovation of Nuzul Al Salam in the Kingdom of Bahrain, and the UAE
supported the project.

Nuzul Al Salam is a heritage house in the city of Muharraq in Bahrain.
Previously known as Fathallah House, the property, courtyard and spaces
have been renamed Nuzul Al Salam, celebrating the traits of peace, humanity
and tolerance of Sheikh Zayed's character.

Nuzul Al Salam reflects authentic Bahraini architecture, will be the first

hotel on the Pearling Path, and a platform for the promotion of Gulf and
international culture and art through seminars and festivals that contribute to
the preservation of Gulf culture for future generations.

We host Jameel Arts Centre in the UAE and opened it in 2018. The
Centre’s multiple gallery spaces are home to curated commissions, projects,
and solo and group exhibitions. It also serves as a hub for educational
initiatives and cultural events.

We built the Louvre Abu Dhabi and opened it in 2017. It is the largest art
museum in the Arab region, and showcases artworks from around the world, with
a particular focus on bridging the gap between Eastern and Western art.

We host the annual Abu Dhabi Culture Summit which began in 2017, to

allow top culture leaders, thinkers, and practitioners from all over the world to
gather and discuss the most important and current cultural topics.
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10.

11.

We launched the annual Arab Reading Challenge in 2015. The project
aims to establish a culture of reading among young Arabic speakers across
the globe as well as to highlight the importance of knowledge in shaping
their future as well as the future of their communities and countries.

The Challenge focuses on students from Years 1 to 12 from schools
across the Arab world. The prize awards the student with the highest
reading score, the school with the best reading initiatives, and faculty
with the greatest commitment to reading. In 2018, the participation was
unprecedented (44 countries; 52,000 schools; 87,000 faculty; 10.5 million
students), and now the prize includes a prize for students from non-Arab
countries.

We built the Dubai Design District (d3) and opened it in 2015. D3 is
dedicated to the design community to nurture emerging local talent and
provide a home for the region’s creative thinkers.

We built Warehouse 421 and opened it in 2015. Warehouse 421 is a
home-grown arts and design center dedicated to showcasing and nurturing
creative production from across the region. Working in collaboration with
local, regional and international entities, it seeks to aid the development of
the UAE's creative ecosystem through learning, research and commissions.
To date, it has showcased the work of over 400 artists and designers.

We built Al Serkal Avenue and opened it in 2008. Al Serkal Avenue, is a
vibrant community of visual and performing arts organizations, designers,
and artisanal spaces that have become an essential platform for the
development of the creative industries in the UAE.

We built Sheikh Zayed Grand Mosque and opened it in 2007, and
welcomes Muslims and non-Muslims alike. It is intended to unite the
cultural diversity of the Islamic world with the historical and modern values
of architecture and art. It also houses a library that holds publications

from a range of Islamic subjects (such as science, calligraphy, art) and in a
wide range of languages (such as Arabic, English, French, Italian, Spanish,
German, and Korean).
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Science

1.

We're in the process of building the “Museum of the Future”, which is
intended to actively produce futuristic inventions and support the UAE's
mission to be a global innovation engine.

In October 2019, we announced the establishment of the first Al
University (Mohamed Bin Zayed University for Artificial Intelligence),
which will welcome its first cohort of students in September 2020, and
will be located in Masdar City, Abu Dhabi’s sustainable city run by solar
energy.

By collaborating with other friendly countries, we were able to send

an Emirati to space on 25 September 2019, Astronaut Hazza Al
Mansouri, to become one of the few nations in this world with this
accomplishment.

In January 2019, we welcomed residents to the Dubai Sustainable
City, a 46 hectare property and is the first net zero energy development in
Dubai. The development includes 500 villas, 89 apartments and a mixed
use area consisting of offices, retail, healthcare facilities, nursery and food
and beverage outlets.

In October 2017, we became the first country to create the post of
Minister of State for Artificial Intelligence, and in the same year we
launched the UAE Artificial Intelligence Strategy 2031.

In October 2017, we created the post of Minister of State for
Advanced Sciences, and in April 2018 we launched the National
Advanced Sciences Agenda 2031 with the aim to utilize advanced
sciences in the development and creation of solutions for current and
future challenges.

Since 2011, we have been holding an annual Abu Dhabi Science
Festival to support the development of human capital in the science
and technology sectors. The Festival aims to spark the imagination of
youth in science and technology, encouraging them to pursue STEAM
subjects throughout their education and Career.

We host the headquarters of the International Renewable Energy
Agency (IRENA). IRENA is an intergovernmental organization founded
in 2009, mandated to facilitate cooperation, advance knowledge, and
promote the adoption and sustainable use of renewable energy. It is the
first international organization to focus exclusively on renewable energy,
addressing needs in both industrialized and developing countries.
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Should we have the honor of being a member of the Executive Board of UNESCO
for the period 2019 - 2023, we will do the following:

oo
- Management

01

We would like to ensure more efficient
use of funds in UNESCO.

02

We would like to explore avenues for
financial continuity for UNESCO.

03

We would like to ensure greater
impact from UNESCO projects and
programs.

04

We would like to ensure that
programming and projects address real
needs in member states, and provide
real solutions to those needs.

05

We would like to ensure improved short
and long term planning for UNESCO
initiatives.

06

We would like to collaborate on building a
clear and effective path towards the 2030
Agenda.

07

We would like to ensure diverse voices are
heard and considered in the decisions of the
Executive Board.

W Education |

01

We would like to support gifted
students around the world through
a framework or institution by 2020
(Hamdan Foundation).

02

We will participate in the UNESCO Chairs
program, by inviting UAE based universities
to apply and encouraging regional and
international collaborations.

03

We would like to explore new opportunities
for education through Artificial Intelligence.

04

We would like to intensify discussions and
provide solutions to ensure that all children
around the world receive an education.
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:.j‘)' Culture

01

We will strengthen our collaboration
with the World Heritage Center and
their programs

02

We will participate in the Creative Cities
Network, and their activities.

03

We would like to explore the role of
libraries and how to reimagine them
in the time of Artificial Intelligence
and advanced technologies.

04

We would like to explore best practices
and new ideas related to the Cultural
and Creative Industries.

05

We would like to explore best practices in

the education and teaching of culture and the

creative arts.

PR science |
01

We would like to propose innovative
and sustainable initiatives that combine
Science and Artificial Intelligence.

02

We would like to develop programs that
allow young scientists to come up with
solutions for world challenges such as
waste management, food security, and
water scarcity.

03

We would like to explore avenues
to nurture and build strong research
ecosystems.
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