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held the Malid such as the Shehi
tribes of Ras Al-Khaima and the Al-
Hamadi and Al-Ali tribes of Kalba
and Khor Fakkan.

Conclusion

The Malid is an age old
expression of Emirati spirituality;
where love, devotion and community
come together. This is the Islam they
received from ages gone by and it is

what they maintain to this day.
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Malid Throughout the Emirates

The Malid is celebrated across
the UAE with the notables of each
region congregating to hold it. In
Abu Dhabi foremost is the Al-
Nahyan ruling family. Many notables
have well known annual Malid events
in Abu Dhabi such as Al-Hamid of
the Qubaisy tribe, as well as H.E.
Ahmed bin Khalifa Al-Suwaidi along
with the Otiabah and Romaithi
tribes.

18

In Dubai likewise the Al-
Maktoum ruling family are foremost

and then follows the famous tribes
and families of Dubai such as the Al-
Majren of the Marrar tribe and also

the Futaim and Ghurair families.

And as for the Northern

Emirates many of the notable tribes

19



Translated Example :

Radida:

Allah Allah Allah Allah Allah Allah
Allah Allah Allah

0] you who is exalted over the

world, be mine!
Natheem;

You are my oélz'gatmy and fvaluntmy

acts, You are my speech and action.

O my direction in prayer, if ever I stood
o pray.

16

When is the Malid held?

The Malid is mainly held on the
Prophet’s birthday which is the 12th
of Rabi Al Awal per the Islamic
calendar, but it is not limited to that,
as it is traditionally held monthly and
even weekly on either a Monday,
Thursday or Friday. The Malid is
held on other religious occasions such
as the day of the Prophet’s Ascension,
the middle of the month of Sha'ban
and the day of Arafah. It is also
performed on social occasions such as
weddings, celebrating a newborn or

moving into a new house.

17



There is also what is called the
Takhmira. A segment done either in
the middle of the Malid El Sima’a or
during Dhikr where the Natheem
recites verses of divine love and
ecstasy and the Radidareply in chorus

at the end of each verse.

It should also be noted that
women had their own Mua/id which is
very much like the aforementioned

one except without percussion.

14
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Malid in the Emirates comes in

two forms, one that is the recitation
of ‘Al Barzanji or other such
literature, and performing what is
called Malid El Sima'a (glodl k)
which consists of singing odes of

Prophetic praise with percussion,

12

(Sima’'a  being a  percussion
instrument like a tambourine). It is
composed of two lines of chorus
facing each other, with one consisting
of the conductor called the Natheem
(p5) along with a chorus playing
Sima’'a, and the other line which
responds to the first called the Radida

(B22)).

Some after the Malid do Dhikr,
or remembrance, in which La ilaha
ila Allak and the divine names of God

are chanted.

13



this poem as young and old would
know its verses by heart. So much so
the late Sheikh Zayed bin Sultan Al
Nahyan started an event to celebrate
the birth of the Prophet called “Al
Burda”.

The birth verses of the poem are
etched into the Muslim

consciousness:

Is it from thinking of neighbors past in
Dhu Selemi That you have mixed blood in
tears that flow from eyes steadily?

Or the blowing breeze from the
direction of Kazimah, And lightning
flashing from Idam in the dark that you see?

10

So what is wrong with your eyes: when

you say “Stop!” they just weep?

And with your heart: when you

say:"Be sane!” it acts crazily?

Does one so lovestruck imagine love is
concealable, Between a downpour from it

and being so fiery?

11



love and adoration for the Prophet.

And such was the case for the
people of the Emirates.

How is it Pe;j‘brmed 2

The celebration of the Prophet’s
birth created with it a unique genre
of high Arabic literature of prose
and poetry specifically written for
the purposes of the Mawlid. Of the
prose the most renowned is the “Igd
Al Jawhar” by Imam Al Barzanji
(1716 AD), it received both scholarly
and popular approval such that it has
become a primary text throughout

8

the Islamic world and is so popular

that it is simply known as “Barzanji’.

Likewise is the case for Imam
Al Busairi’s (1211 AD) great ode “4/
Burda” which has had a powerful

impact on Arabic literature ever since

its inception. The people of the

Emirates had a strong attachment to

9



O the White Moon rose over us From
the valley of Wada;

And we owe it to show gratefulness,

Where the call is to Allah!

This tradition is even further
rarified by the Sufis or ascetics of
Islam, of whom the scholar Ibn
Khaldun said: “And the path of the
people is to be found in the early
generations from the Companions and

their followers.”

From the aforementioned

origins developed the practice of

Sima’a (¢lew) which is the practice of

6

divine remembrance accompanied

with the recitation of hymns.

The Mawlid took many forrns

across the Muslim world, with each
peoples using their own poetry set to
local rhythms and melodies. Yet,
with all the variety of expression,

that which is expressed is one, their

7



The ‘Mawlid’, or ‘Malid as it is
known in the Emirates, is the
celebration ~ of  the  Prophet
Mohammed’s birth and life through

the recitation of poetry and prose.

An ancient tradition of the
Muslims finding its roots in the
coming of the Prophet from Mecca
to Madina, with him being received
at the gate of Madina by the
maidens of Bani Najar, singing

those eternal lines of poetry:



Sheikh Zayed bin Sultan Al Nahyan, celebrating
the Malid with his sons

Mohammed, Hamdan and Hazza
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